"NOT BURIED YET": NORTHERN RESPONSES TO THE DEATH OF JEFFERSON DAVIS AND THE STUTTERING PROGRESS OF SECTIONAL RECONCILIATION

SYNOPSIS
This article, the first detailed scholarly assessment of northern responses to the death of former Confederate president Jefferson Davis in December 1889, contributes to ongoing scholarly debates over the troubled process of sectional reconciliation after the Civil War. Southern whites used their leader's funeral obsequies to assert not only their affection for the deceased but also their devotion to the Lost Cause that he had championed and embodied. Based on an analysis of northern newspapers and mass-circulation magazines in the two weeks after Davis's death, the essay demonstrates that many northerners, principally Republican politicians and editors, Union veterans and African Americans, were outraged by southerners' flagrant willingness to laud a man whom they regarded as the arch-traitor and that they remained opposed to reconciliation on southern terms. However, despite continuing concerns about public displays of affection for the Confederacy evident at the time of Davis's reinterment in Richmond in May 1893, northern opposition to the Lost Cause waned rapidly in the last decade of the nineteenth century. Full-blown sectional reconciliation occurred after the Republicans gave up on their efforts to enforce black voting rights in the South and President William McKinley's imperialist foreign policy necessitated, and to some degree garnered, support from southern whites. The death of Jefferson Davis, therefore, can be seen as an important event in the difficult transition from a heavily sectionalized postwar polity to a North-South rapprochement based heavily on political pragmatism, sentiment, nationalism, and white supremacism.
I
Jefferson Davis, president of the Confederate States of America, survived his proslavery republic's military defeat at the hands of the North for nearly a quarter of a century. He died in New Orleans in the early hours of December 6, 1889 at the age of 81 after contracting influenza on a business trip up the Mississippi River. His demise stirred strong feelings in many parts of the United States. At Shaw University in Raleigh, North Carolina, black students reportedly sang "derisive" songs while the town's white citizens attended a memorial service for the deceased. 1 In Charleston, West Virginia, a local Democratic attorney struck a federal marshal who had asserted that Davis should be buried in disgrace in a potter's field. 2 And in Aberdeen, Mississippi, a young midwesterner was "publicly horsewhipped" and run out of town after cutting down an effigy of U.S. Secretary of War Redfield Proctor. 3 Proctor, a Union veteran from Vermont, had angered many southerners by refusing to lower his department's flag to half mast as a gesture of respect for the former president. In death, as in life, Jefferson Davis was the focus of considerable controversy.
A remarkable burst of collective southern mourning ensued in the days after Davis's passing. He lay (informally) in state for three and a half days in New Orleans City Hall and was interred in a temporary tomb after an imposing military funeral. Embracing the deceased as one of their own, hundreds of thousands of white southerners attended not only these events but also local memorial ceremonies timed to coincide with the main funeral service.
Northerners' diverse and often startled reactions enable historians to delineate the state of sectional relations in the late Gilded Age. These responses demonstrate the extent to which Civil War memories continued to influence northerners' perceptions of their defeated opponents and to obstruct the ongoing process of sectional reconciliation, the pace of which continues to provoke debate among modern historians.
Scholars including Nina Silber and David W. Blight have posited the idea of a contested but broadly linear reconciliation between northern and southern whites -one that was well underway by the 1880s. They also contend that white northerners participated in a cultural surrender to the Lost Cause which contributed to the subordination of African
Americans. 4 This view is broadly shared by K. Stephen Prince who describes the country's "retreat from Reconstruction" as "a national affair" and Jim Crow as "the nation's shame."
5
Other historians, however, among them William A. Blair, John R. Neff, Caroline E. Janney, and M. Keith Harris have pointed to the mass of Union and Confederate dead as a major stumbling block to intersectional amity in the late nineteenth century. In their view reconciliation was as much a political as a cultural process -one that, according to Janney at least, was far from complete by the end of the nineteenth century. 6 Relatively little has been written on Jefferson Davis's death and even less on its significance for sectional reconciliation. 7 By probing northern attitudes to public displays of affection for Davis (displays that confirmed the Lost Cause would outlive its original progenitors), this essay reveals that North-South relations were still in a fragile state a quarter of a century after the Civil War had ended. 8 However, it also shows that northerners were 
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A second precondition, however, had to be met before something approaching a complete reconciliation could be achieved. Northerners would have to acknowledge their former enemies' increasingly strident claims to have acted as patriotic Americans during the Civil War era in order to imagine them as modern-day compatriots. In this respect, while K.
Stephen Prince is right to suggest that "the story of the South needed to be rewritten" before reconciliation could be finalized, the most important story was not one about slavery or southern material progress since the war, but one of trust. 13 The news of Jefferson Davis's death made the front pages of the staunchly partisan press in the Northeast, the Midwest, and the Far West on December 6 or the following day.
Editors' choice of headlines ran the gamut of opinion: "A TRAITOR DEAD," "JEFF DAVIS IS DEAD," "JEFFERSON DAVIS DEAD," "LET HIM REST," they proclaimed. 28 Front- hatreds that ought to be buried" should be heaped upon him. 31 The deceased, contended Joseph Pulitzer's New York World, had been an especial target for the North's war-born
hatreds. Yet he was "a man of commanding ability, spotless integrity, controlling conscience" who spearheaded the fight against the Union "in the sincere conviction of its necessity as a means of preserving the liberties which the Union represents." Confederates, claimed the World, had fought "with a heroism the memory of which is everywhere described as one that does honor to the American character and name." Colored Troops as free men. While it is no surprise that the POW controversy remained a hot issue among many Union veterans at a time when the Republicans were ramping up efforts to enforce the Fifteenth Amendment, it would be wrong to underestimate the role that personal suffering played in sustaining it. Certainly Davis had never been able to throw off charges that he had been instrumental in the mistreatment of Union POWs. Shortly before his death he prepared a characteristically robust defense of his prison policies which was published posthumously in Belford's Magazine. 44 But traumatized veterans' of Andersonville and other Confederate prisons dismissed attempts by "rebels" to defend their treatment of POWs or to point out that conditions in northern prisons were just as bad, if not worse.
Republican denunciations of Davis's alleged wickedness thus drew considerable force from the festering recollections of Union veterans -many of whom were impoverished, disabled, and in increasingly poor health -and their female kin. 45 For the Omaha Republican
Davis was "the central figure in a most unholy cause" whose "name is a synonym for all that is despicable in American history." No tears for him would be "shed by those who marched through four years of bloody war, neither by those who were left mourning for lost ones, murdered by the so-called Confederacy." 46 Equally dark memories were conjured by the editor of a GOP paper in Maine:
Not yet ... can the historian who writes in touch with the feelings of the whole people, inscribe sentiments of sorrow in the death of one who must ever be known as a traitor .... Nor, while memories of those Southern prison pens and the ingrained belief in his connection with the horrors they represent exist, can his character be correctly analyzed. 47 One of the most negative verdicts appeared in the organ of the country's largest and most active veterans' association, the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) which operated as an unofficial arm of the Republican party in several states. 48 The National Tribune denounced Cause proponents. Failing to recognize the extent to which the New South was being built on a constructed memory of the Confederate War, they were about to get a rude shock. 62 
IV
They had been warned. Within hours of Davis's death reporters from the metropolitan press sought out southern politicians in Washington for their reactions. Many declined to comment out of concern that they would be misinterpreted. 63 But those willing to speak publicly announced that they embraced both the late president and what they saw as the quintessential American principles for which he had fought all his life. Congressman Roger Q. Mills of Texas, a Confederate veteran, praised the deceased "as one of the greatest, best and purest men in the world. We all loved him. He was our representative man ...." 64 In the hours and days following the news from New Orleans, resolutions were passed by state legislatures, chambers of commerce, and Confederate veterans' associations across the South. All of them affirmed white southerners' love and admiration for Jefferson Davis and the Lost Cause. In the words of prominent merchants in New Orleans the chieftain was a "hero" and "statesman"
whose "name and patriotism shall never perish so long as the spirit of liberty shall remain the foundation upon which our government shall rest." 65 Accustomed to regarding the Confederate president as a uniquely treasonous plantocrat, northern Republicans watched developments with mounting concern.
Word of Jefferson Davis's passing stirred powerful feelings of loss among many southern whites who flocked to New Orleans, long a hub of Confederate memorialization, to attend the funeral. 66 Long lines of people gathered outside City Hall to view the remains.
Once inside they filed respectfully past the partially open coffin in which the corpse lay clad in a suit of Confederate grey. Press reports on the numbers inside the death chamber varied, but the crowds were so large that the authorities agreed to open the chamber to the public on the morning of December 11, the day of the funeral. 67 Virtually all the mourners were southern residents. Confederate veterans -some embittered, "some armless, some legless, some nearly blind, and some hardly able to totter" -were especially visible. 68 Large numbers of white women, however, also appeared in the lines. Many were mothers and sisters of dead Confederates; in some cases they were probably members of long-established burial associations that had helped to create the city's vast Confederate mausoleums. 69 The funeral arrangements were finalized by the all-male organizing committee headed by Davis's wartime aide-de-camp, William Preston Johnston. Its key decision was to make the funeral a military ceremony. This suggestion came from Captain Jacob Gray, commander of the GAR's department of Louisiana and Mississippi. 70 His colleagues on the committee likely welcomed the idea because it enabled southerners to deflect external criticism by Federal added that he and "thousands" of others would leave the organization if it failed to act decisively on this matter. 72 The view was a representative one within the Grand Army. After Jacob Gray and at least two dozen of his comrades marched in the funeral procession without official sanction, the GAR's national encampment court-martialled Gray and, in an unusual move, stripped him of command. 73 The president's funeral took place at noon on December 11. His casket was closed for In his first major dispatch dated December 8 Mussey reported that huge crowds were viewing the remains of the late president. The whole South, he wrote, was in mourning for "the worshiped chieftain of the dead Confederacy." Although most local papers were "as a whole, quite conservative in expression," he observed forebodingly that "some of them go to the last extreme in praise of Davis and the cause he led. They say that the Northerners were the real rebels, that the South were overcome by mere averdupois, and that the cause of the
Confederacy will yet triumph." 81 In the next day's dispatch he noted again the throngs of people -an estimated 40,000 -crowding into the death chamber. He observed too the open display of two Confederate flags on both sides of the room and another one draped across the casket. 82 Ever watchful for signs of disloyalty, most Union veterans in the North remained wary of public displays of "rebel" symbols at this time. In 1887 GAR pressure had forced President Grover Cleveland to abandon plans to return captured Confederate battle-flags in the hands of the U.S. government to the southern states. 83 Anxiously, Mussey speculated that most "demonstrations" in honor of Davis were made out of love for the cause he represented, rather than the man himself. 84 On December 10, the day before the funeral, Mussey discovered more disturbing signs. Twenty thousand schoolchildren, he commented, had passed by the bier, brought there by adults to gaze upon "the greatest man America ever produced." Such teaching, he The emotion displayed by people on the streets left the Yankee observer in no doubt that the mourning was genuine. "I can not conceive it possible," he wrote, "that any public man ever went to his grave followed by such personal as well as public evidence of grief." He noted that during the burial ceremony at Metairie two or three "ladies" near him "were crying as though they had lost their own father instead of the father of the Confederacy." After the service a conversation with a high-ranking Confederate officer seemed to confirm the idea that it was not just Davis but a cause that was being interred. "This is the burial day of the Confederacy," the officer told him: "we make the last demonstration of any division by the Had Fred Mussey's dispatches stopped at this point, it would be an easy task to stitch them into a linear narrative of sectional reconciliation. However, he sent one last report from New Orleans written on the evening after the funeral. This one was headed "Not Buried Yet."
In it he revisited his initial anxieties about contemporary southern fealty to the nation and alleged that local people were as "bitter and disloyal" as they had been during the Civil War.
"The idea that the Confederacy is buried may obtain for public consumption," he alleged, "It is far from the heart and ideas of many eminent Southerners." Although Mussey had felt conflicted about the significance of Davis's funeral from the moment he arrived in New 97 It was not long, however, before southern Democratic editors were denouncing "radical" attacks on both the reputation of Jefferson Davis and their own conduct as the work of political animals. 98 The Charleston News and Courier was especially combative.
Republican assaults, it averred, were intended "through the machinery of the Government, to fix the stigma of treason and rebellion on the Southern people." All that southerners Democratic allies were willing to accept them on this basis, Republican politicians, northern black leaders, and -crucially because they constituted one of the GOP's major constituencies -very significant numbers of white Union veterans were determined to stand their ground. , the standard modern biography, provided no coverage of the rituals and responses that followed his subject's demise.
8 I chose these newspapers and journals using a combination of informed scholarship and random selection based on the availability of Gilded Age newspapers in the Library of Congress and on the Readex Early American Newspapers, 1800-1901 digital website. I
